
Pastorôs Page  
    Last week we announced that we had asked Michelle Renkas to 
serve as our new Faith Formation Director.  Please read Michelleôs 
ñget to know herò letter to the Congregation. 

 

Vacation Bible School Plans for Vacation 
Bible School are underway.  This year Half-
way Creek Lutheran Church will be hosting 
the week in their new Fellowship Hall.  The 
theme will be ñEverestò the week of Au-
gust 9-12th (Sun-Wed) 6-8pm.   Mark 
your calendars and sign up your children 
here!   

We are still looking for some vol-
unteers to help out with VBS, 
especially with the imagination 
station and video station, as well 
as food and general helpers, 
please call Amy Denson 788-
1440 or the church office if you 
want to help. 

If the week of Aug 9-12th doesnôt work with your schedule, you are 
welcome to sign up and attend at Holmen Lutheran, Aug 16-20, 5:30
-8:00pm.  To sign up for this week, go to the Holmen Lutheran web-
site.   

 
Letôs Golf!  Sugar Creek Bible Camp will be 
holding their Golf Tournament at Druganôs 
Castle Mound Country Club on July 27th 
with tee off at 12:30pm.  They will be playing 
best ball, so get your foursome together.  The 
day includes dinner after the tournament and 
the cost is $75. For more information contact 
Sugar Creek Bible Camp :                 

                                 9ƳŀƛƭΥŘƻƴϪǎƎǊŎǊŜŜƪΦƻǊƎ 
                                        hŶŎŜΥ слу-топ-оммо  
                                            /ŜƭƭΥ слу-олс-лутс 
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Calendar    

You can always check our  
calendar on the website                               

This issue: 
Birthdays & Anniversaries 
Bible Studies & Groups 
Last Word   
Check out our Facebook page,  
YouTube page, and Photobucket page 
 

 
 
 
 
 
                        
 
 
 
 

This Week at Journey 
Sunday (July 19) 
9:30am Worship Service 
10:30am Fellowship 
Return from Youth Gathering 
Monday (July 20) 
6:30pm Stephen Ministry Workshop 
7:00pm NA Meeting 
Tuesday (July 21) 
1:00pm Caring Blankets 
Wednesday (July 22) 
6:30pm Midweek Worship 
7:00pm NA Meeting 
Thursday (July 23) 
7:00pm AA Meeting 

Summer Evening  
Worship Opportunities 

 
SaturdayðHolmen Lutheran @5:00pm 

Sunday ðHalfway Creek @6:00pm 

WednesdayðJourney @6:30pm 

http://www.facebook.com/journeyluth
http://www.youtube.com/user/JourneyLutheranChurc?feature=guide
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=Fi1giPL8kwX_Oe1AO50jRtJh-Yrq3hH6XLy11BkP1XKhjXsUKRLlmI4vCU4-rZZZ2EvVVAEjqawDomKT1pboubobos3dGh49EFEgatGg2wA=&ver=3%20
http://s1242.photobucket.com/albums/gg533/journeylutheran/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/16F6IMoNQjuY1FCyi5ADMvfghXJG-4glrjTCYCjEQaSM/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/16F6IMoNQjuY1FCyi5ADMvfghXJG-4glrjTCYCjEQaSM/viewform
http://www.holmenlutheranchurch.org/?p=2605
http://www.holmenlutheranchurch.org/?p=2605
mailto:don@sgrcreek.org
tel:608-734-3113
tel:608-306-0876
http://www.journeyluth.org
mailto:JourneyLutheran@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Journey-Forward/447109368705655
http://www.journeyluth.org/calendar-3/
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCIuj-676hcYCFcYsrAodzx0ARw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.group.com%2Fvbs%2Feverest&ei=wJx4VYvDOMbZsAXPu4C4BA&bvm=bv.95277229,d.b2w&psig=AFQjCNFUdCSa3nD5xzXlXUEq_X1Roa
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fathletics.wpi.edu%2Fsports%2Ffball%2F2013-14%2Freleases%2F2014_golf_tournament&ei=5zadVZmSNYLX-QH-xo-IBQ&bvm=bv.96952980,d.cWw&psig=AFQjCNEFxLrJ


Birthdays & Anniversaries  
for next week 
*if we are missing yours or have wrong  

information please be sure to let us know 

Birthdays 
July 19  Rick Saf 
July 19  Deb Sullivan 
July 20  John Lazarescu 
July 20  Harrison Pellowski 
July 20  Michael Wiese 
July 23  Elizabeth Bergum 
July 23  Mitchell Nyseth 
July 25  Fletcher Klatt 
July 25  Aaron Torud 
Anniversaries 
July 21  Anthony & Maria Sebranek 
July 23  Gary & LuAnne Ekern 
July 25  Jon & Judy Lindgren 
 

Bible Studies & Small Groups               
 

Theology on Tap Monthly commu-
nity menôs gathering at Holmen 
Meat Locker on the second Thurs-
day of the month at 8:00pm.  The 
next meeting is  Aug. 13 

 
Theology Uncorked  Monthly 
community womenôs gathering at 
Holmen Meat Locker on the  
fourth Tuesday of the month at 

6:30pm. The next meeting is August 25th 
 
Caring  Blankets Group meets the first and 
third Tuesdays at 1:00pm to make blankets to 
share. Their next meeting will be July 21st 
 

 

Womenôs Bible Study normally meets on the 
second Tuesday of the month at 6:30pm.  
Their next meeting will be August 11 
                           

 
 
 

 

Thank you Journey 
Lutheran for trusting 
me to take on this 
new path as Faith 
Formation Director.  
I would like to take a 
moment to introduce 
myself.   My hus-
band Brian and I live 
in Holmen with our 3 
girls (Samantha 9 
yrs., Felicity 5 yrs., 

and Adelaide 3 yrs.) and an assortment of pets.  Brian 
and I both grew up in the Catholic Church and after sev-
eral years of trying to find the right place to worship we 
found our match at Bridge of Life.  I was a member of the 
Dream Team while we explored the formation of Journey 
Lutheran and Brian and I were co-chairs of the Congre-
gational Events team for the Journey Forward Appeal 
and have continued to be active members of Journey Lu-
theran. 

My background includes degrees in psychology 
and occupational therapy.  For the past 7 years I have 
run an in-home daycare complete with a preschool curric-
ulum.  I will continue to run a daycare on a smaller scale.  
We also homeschool our children.  I have a strong pas-
sion for working with children and their families.  In all of 
that free time I have, I enjoy a variety of crafts, reading, 
gardening, camping, cooking and baking, spending time 
with family and friends, and driving Brian crazy with all of 
my ñgreat ideasò. 

 I am very excited to begin taking on the role of 
Faith Formation Director for Journey Lutheran.  This con-
gregation has such great spirit and drive.  I hope to match 
that same energy as I develop the Faith Formation pro-
gramming.  I have begun my list of hopes and dreams for 
faith formation programing as well as started thinking 
about plans for this next year.  Please feel free to stop 
me at any time with any comments, questions, or con-
cerns. I have recently set up an email address for the po-
sition and also can be reached on my home phone.  I will 
soon be setting up office hours so you all will know when 
to find me at Journey Lutheran. 

Michelle Renkas 
journeyfaithdir@gmail.com 

608-526-2819 
 
 

The La Crosse County Aging Unit will be 

holding ñPower Upò workshop to help 

empower caregivers.  This event will be 

held Tuesday, Aug 4th at the Black River 

Beach Community Center on Rose Street 

in La Crosse.  There is no cost for this pro-

gram but registration is required by July 

29th.  Brochures are available at the back 

of the Sanctuary. 

mailto:journeyfaithdir@gmail.com


Worship Attendance Trends       

                        July 1é.14 
July 5é.62      July 8.....12 
July 12é124     July 15é.13 

Journey Offering Report 
                   Offering    Other          Journey  
                                                       Forward   
July 5      $5,903.00   $499.39       $972.00 
July 12    $2,497.63   $187.94       $909.78 

Wanted: Health and Wellness  
Volunteers  

 

Journey is working with Halfway Creek 
and Holmen Lutheran to put together a 
list of members who have experience in 
promoting health and wellness.  This 
includes but is not limited to doctors, 
nurses, dietitians, pharmacists, mas-
sage therapists, mental health counse-
lors, AED/CPR instructors, yoga in-
structors.  Both active and retired pro-
fessionals are welcome.   
We would love to have a list of volun-
teers that would be willing to occasion-
ally volunteer for Wellness Committee 
projects such as community blood pres-
sure checks, writing wellness articles 
for the church newsletters, teaching 
workshops on AED/CPR, nutrition, or 
other health topics.   
If you are an active or retired health 
and wellness professional please con-
tact journeylutheran@gmail.com with 
your name, contact information, and 
area of expertise. 

Volunteers Are Great!  
Thank you to our many volunteers that do-

nate time and talents each week.  This week 

our scheduled volunteers are: 

Cleanersð Jon Lindgren, Jonah Denson 
Altar Guildð Mike Schnitzius 
Offering Countersð Leah Wisnewski, 
Jeff Ilstrup, Ken Firl 
 

Pastor Steveôs sermons 
available on our website, 
click here  

Sugar Creek Bible Camp is looking for a volunteer Nurse or 
Doctor the week of Aug 2-7 (Sunday at noon through Friday at 
approximately 2 PM).  They are short of medical staff that partic-
ular week and really are in need of a medical professional who 
can attend to the campers.   
 

The doctor or nurse can bring their family 
along free for the week and if there is room 
in cabin groups, can even place their chil-
dren (or grandchild) in the camp programs.  
  

Thanks so much!   
Don Shunkwiler 
Email: don@sgrcreek.org 
Office: 608-734-3113 
Cell: 608-306-0876 
 

The Franciscan Hospitality House is provides 
a safe daytime environment for adults experi-
encing or are at risk of homelessness; treat-
ing everyone with a Christ-like dignity and 
empowers people to rebuild their lives with 
the engagement of the greater community.   
This is an organization that relies heavily on 
volunteers from our community and  they are 
looking for more people who are willing to 
share their time and compassion with others 

who need a little help and support.   
The volunteer opportunities include In-Take Volunteers and 
Hospitality Volunteers and 3 shifts are available  
12:30--4:30pm, 12:30-2:30pm, and 2:30-4:30pm.  For more infor-
mation or to volunteer, please call 608-782-0710.  There is also a 
flyer available on the bulletin board at the back of our Sanctuary. 

Next week we will have a gallery of pictures to share from the 
Youth Gathering that our Youth and Chaperones are attending 
this week.  If you would like to see a live feed from the event, 
here is a link: http://www.elca.org/gathering 

http://www.journeyluth.org/videos/
http://www.journeyluth.org/videos/
mailto:don@sgrcreek.org
tel:608-734-3113
tel:608-306-0876
http://www.elca.org/gathering


The Last Word    
 

 

 

  

 

 

Bible Background for the coming Sunday 
Proverbs 8:1-11, 22-36 

 
Key Verse:  Take my instruction instead of silver, 

and knowledge rather than choice gold; 
for wisdom is better than jewels, 

and all that you may desire cannot compare with her.  
                                                                    Proverbs 8:10-11 
 
Background: Wisdom is the knowledge of God. Before God 
created anything, God made sure that knowledge of God was 
the foundation of all things. Knowledge of God is woven into 
the fabric of creation itself, and wisdom is the unfolding of that 
knowledge into our awareness. 
 
Read:  Read the following daily readings to deepen your un-
derstanding of Sundayôs text. After the reading, ask the follow-
up questions. 
 

Sunday, Proverbs 8:1-11, 22-36, The Gifts of Wisdom 
Monday, Proverbs 9:1-6, Wisdomôs Feast 
Tuesday, Proverbs 9:13-18, Follyôs Invitation and Promise 
Wednesday, Proverbs 10:1-32, Wisdom of Solomon 
Thursday, Proverbs 13:1-25, Wisdom of Solomon 
Friday, Proverbs 18:1-24, Wisdom of Solomon 
Saturday, Proverbs 20:1-30, Wisdom of Solomon 
 

What values do these readings lift up?   
 
Connect: Connect in conversation with others in your house-
hold. Discuss the following questions, or simply check in with 
ñHighsò and ñLows.ò  
 

What was a high point of your day? What was a low point? 
How do these proverbs shape the way community is sup-
posed to act? Does your community share and follow 
these values? Why or why not?  

What values shape your daily behaviors?  
 
Bless: Close your devotion with a blessing. 
 

May God bring wisdom into your words and actions. Amen. 

Whoever you areéhowever you comeéyou are welcome here! 


